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I will give thanks to the Lord
with my whole heart...

Psalm 111

TORONTO — Olena Kycha, a Ukrainian refugee in Toronto,
waves the Ukraine flag amid rush hour traffic at Yonge and
Bloor streets in downtown Toronto. Nuclear threat adds to
Ukraine's worries. Story page 10. (Michael Swan photo)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis makes the sign of the cross
at his general audience, September 28, 2022 in St. Peter’s
Square. Jesus never abandons, coerces or blackmails
anyone when they stray, rather, he patiently waits and is
"our greatest and most faithful friend," the pope said. Story
page 4. (Paul Haring/CNS photo)
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Vatican announces theme
for World Communications Day
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis' theme for
the next World Communications Day is a call
for a peaceful dialogue that allows for un-
comfortable truths to be spoken of without
resorting to contentious and hostile debate,
the Vatican announced.

Speaking the truth "means giving 'a reason
for your hope' and doing so gently, using the
gift of communication as a bridge and not as
a wall," the Vatican said September 29 when
it announced the theme of World Communi-
cations Day 2023.

Each year, the Vatican and many dioceses
mark World Communications Day on the
Sunday before Pentecost; in 2023, it will be
celebrated May 21. The pope's choice for the
theme is: "Speak with the heart: Veritatem
facientes in caritate" (Speaking the truth in
love).

The Vatican publishes the pope's full mes-
sage for the occasion January 24, the feast
of St. Francis de Sales, patron saint of jour-
nalists.

Also September 29, the Vatican announced
several new members for the Dicastery for
Communication, including Bishop Valdir José
de Castro of Campo Limpo, Brazil, and Ital-
ian Archbishop Ivan Maffeis of Perugia-Città
delle Pieve.

Pope Francis also appointed new consul-
tors for the dicastery, including U.S. com-
munications expert Helen Osman, president
of Signis, the World Catholic Association for
Communication, based in Brussels.

The pope's theme for World Communica-
tions Day highlights the need for Christians
to "go against the grain" in both ordinary and
church life at a time when heated debates of-
ten "exacerbate tempers," the Vatican said.

"We must not fear to state that at times un-
comfortable truth that finds its foundation in
the Gospel, but we must not separate this
proclamation from a style of mercy, of sin-
cere participation in the joys and sufferings
of people of our time, as the Gospel page that
narrates the dialogue between the mysterious
wayfarer and the disciples of Emmaus teaches
us in a sublime way," the statement said.

In choosing the theme, it said, Pope Francis
also wanted to show that in the global con-
flicts afflicting the world, "non-hostile com-
munication is more necessary than ever."

The world, the Vatican said, needs a com-
munication that is "open to dialogue with the
other" and that strives "to dismantle the 'psy-
chosis of war' that lurks in our hearts."

"It is an effort that is required of everyone,
but in particular of communication workers called
upon to exercise their profession as a mission
for building a more just, more fraternal and more
human future," the statement said.§

FLIGHT to ROME — Pope Francis greets journalists aboard his flight from Rome to
Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan, September 13, 2022. Pope Francis' theme for the 2023 World
Communication Day will be "Speak with the heart: 'Veritatem facientes in caritate'
('Speaking truth in love')," the Vatican announced September 29. (CNS photo/Paul
Haring)
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By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

ST. JOHN’S — As the reality of losing their parishes comes to fruition,
Catholics in Newfoundland are feeling a wide array of emotions.

For many, a sense of tragedy is at the forefront — both for today’s
parishioners who have lost their place of worship and for those whose
suffering has led the Archdiocese of St. John’s to sell off a number of
Church properties.

During his final homily as a celebrant at St. Agnes Parish in Pouch
Cove, Nfld., September 18, pastor Father Paul Lundrigan said he
wanted to “speak spontaneously” about the reality of the situation.

“I wanted to acknowledge that we have gone through a real trag-
edy because of bad choices made years ago for decades. We are now
suffering the consequences many years later,” said Lundrigan, allud-
ing to the sexual abuses that took place at the Christian Brothers of
Ireland-run Mount Cashel Orphanage that has left the archdiocese on
the hook for compensation for the victims.

“Everyone thinks the same about compensating the victims of abuse,

Newfoundland Catholics bid farewell to parishes
even though it happened before a lot of congregants were born — or
when they were very small children. As a family, we take care of our
own. These victims are our own.”

That pain has spread beyond the victims now, however.
“All our parishioners feel that, but they still feel pain as losing their

parish feels like losing a sense of identity. There is anger at Church
leaders for choices made long ago, and the fact they had little or no
say with what happened to their properties when this all broke down.”

St. Agnes along with St. Pius X Parish in St. John’s were among
the Newfoundland Catholic churches that celebrated their final masses
in September as the buildings were sold to pay reparations to Mount
Cashel survivors who were abused in the 1940s, ’50s and’ 60s.

In mid-July, the Supreme Court of Newfoundland and Labrador
ultimately approved the sale of 43 properties the archdiocese put up
for sale after being found vicariously liable for the debts of the Chris-
tian Brothers, who were bankrupted by the original settlement, after
bids were submitted in early June.

Fr. Lundrigan, who also served at St. Michael’s Parish in Flatrock,
spoke with The Catholic Register about the transition many New-
foundland Catholics are embarking upon as they assimilate into a new
congregation. Fr. Lundrigan, set to serve Holy Trinity Parish in Torbay
going forward, did not mince words.

“The (change) will be very difficult. I think it will be successful in
time, but there are always adjustments that need to be made. Your
congregational experience is kind of like a family. Two people who
choose to build relationship, each of them already having children of
their own, decide to move in together and build a new home hopes it
will work,” he said.

“There are dynamics in every family so it will take time to adjust,
for people to find a place in the new community setting.”

Father John Sullivan, the pastor of Pius X, told the CBC about the
“anger, sadness and sense of powerlessness” his congregation —
and other Newfoundland Catholics — have experienced over the past
year, while also recognizing the “suffering and the pain and the hurt
and damage that the abuse victims suffered.”

“So that’s always been present,” he said. “As well, there’s a prayer
for the victims and also praying that healing, even more healing, will
occur for them through this process.”

The strong emotions being experienced throughout the province
due to this seismic realignment has dissuaded St. John’s Archbishop
Peter Hundt from accepting any media interviews. Archbishop Hundt
released a statement to The Catholic Register in early September ex-
plaining his reasoning.

“The sale of churches and the corresponding amalgamation of par-
ishes is a distressing and emotional process for all the people and
clergy of the archdiocese. It brings with it feelings of anger, loss,
sadness, and for some people, even at times a sense of hopelessness.
Out of respect for the parishioners and priests as they deal with these
feelings and emotions, we will be declining all media requests for
video and audio interviews at this time.”

Meanwhile, on September 13 the Supreme Court of Newfoundland
and Labrador approved the sale of Mary Queen of the World Parish in
Mount Pearl to Calvary Baptist Church. The Mary Queen of the World
community will vacate the building after the final mass October 2.

The parishioners are poised to join nearby St. Peter’s Parish. Fa-
ther Wayne Dohey, who served as priest for both Mary, Queen of the
World and St. Peter’s, said there is a plan to change the name of St.
Peter’s to signify a fresh start.§

Archbishop Peter Hundt (Paula Gale. CBC photo)
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Faith: Small is great
Not long ago I had the honour of being part of a wedding. The

couple were called upon to express their commitment, their faith
in each other. That faith which expressed their relationship was
remarkable. It was expressed in the words that every couple de-
clares to each other at their wedding: “I promise to be true to you
in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health. I will love you
and honour you all the days of my life.” What a declaration of the
faith, the trust they have in each other. What a declaration of love!

Faith or trust is relational. It serves as a bond between persons.
It is also dynamic. Its beginning is normally limited and tentative.
But it has great potential for growth. Experience together, open-
ness to one another, generosity and readiness to change and adjust
for one another, these all allow what begins small to grow, be-
coming the stuff of dreams. Such faith can become what we
refer to as the bond of love.

Faith the size of a mustard seed — what an image Jesus uses as
he responds to his disciples (Luke 17:5-10). They ask him to in-
crease their faith. Faced with what they hear are the demands of
discipleship, they feel inadequate, too limited in their ability to re-
spond to his call. His response is to tell them that they do not need
more faith. What they need is to recognize the power of small
faith and its capacity to grow and become the kingdom. What
they are called to is the universal and open reflection of God’s
unconditional love. What a declaration of love!

Faith is not about power and the capacity to accomplish great
or marvelous deeds. It does not take away our human weaknesses
or increase our human strengths. Faith results in the energy and
power of God working with our humanness. It is a gift that is
unearned, unmerited and freely given to all. When accepted it can
lead to great things as we cooperate with God’s presence. It can

lead to discipleship lived.
So often, great faith can be an im-

pediment to discipleship. It can be
rigid and domineering. It can blind us to the reality that we live in
a messy world, full of paradoxes and unresolved questions, marked
by questions and doubts. Life is complex. It is in the midst of this
messy world, that faith is expressed in discipleship, with simple
care, open concern for the small and the weak. It is in this messy
world that we recognize that we fail and fall. It is in this world of
contradictions and paradoxes that we so often need to be recon-
ciled and forgiven. As disciples of Jesus, this is what we can offer
to others.

The gift of faith with the divine presence that results, allows
our weakness to become strength. It allows us to listen, to re-
spond, to reach out in love in the midst of a messy, wounded
world. This brings reconciliation and healing to our brokenness.
Faith the size of a mustard seed — what a difference it can make!
Small is, indeed great.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday read-
ings with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith forma-
tion. He can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Jesus is the best, most faithful friend a person can have, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Jesus never abandons, coerces or black-
mails anyone when they stray, rather, he patiently waits and is
"our greatest and most faithful friend," Pope Francis said.

"He remains at the door of the heart. We say, 'No, I do not want
to know anything about you.' And he remains silent, he remains
there within reach, within heart's reach because he is always faith-
ful," the pope said.

"It is a grace we must ask for one another: to see Jesus as our
greatest and most faithful friend, who does not blackmail, above
all who never abandons us, even when we turn away from him,"
the pope said September 28 at his weekly general audience in St.
Peter's Square.

Continuing his series of talks about discernment, the pope said
it is an important process for trying to understand "what is hap-
pening inside of us, our feelings and ideas, and we have to discern
where (these things) come from, where they are taking me and
what decision" needs to be made, he said.

An indispensable part of this process is prayer, which requires
being somewhere that fosters a prayerful, reflective moment and
developing a close, simple and loving familiarity with Jesus, he
said.

Prayer allows people to speak to God "as one would speak to a

friend," going beyond the words and entering into "intimacy with
the Lord, with an affectionate spontaneity," the pope said.

An ever-growing "familiarity and confidence with God" makes
it easier, he said, to recognize what is pleasing to God and helps
people overcome any "fear or doubt that his will is not for our
good, a temptation that sometimes runs through our thoughts and
makes the heart restless and uncertain and even bitter."

Since the beginning of time, he said, Satan has been suggesting
that God does not want people to be happy.

"Many people, even Christians, think the same thing, that Jesus
may well be the Son of God, but they doubt that he wants our
happiness; indeed, some fear that taking his proposal seriously
means ruining our lives, mortifying our desires, our strongest as-
pirations," Pope Francis said.

"These thoughts sometimes creep up inside us: that God asks
too much of us — we are afraid — or he wants to take away what
we hold most dear. In short, that he doesn't really love us," he
said.

However, the pope said, the sign of encountering Jesus is joy.
"Sadness, or fear, on the other hand, are signs of distance from
him," even though these people may have "an abundance of pos-
sessions and possibilities at their disposal."

Jesus never forces anyone to follow him, the pope said. He lets
people know his will and lets them be free to decide.

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Writing your own obituary
There comes a time in life when it’s time to stop writing your resume

and begin to write your obituary. I’m not sure who first coined that
line, but there’s wisdom in it.

What’s the difference between a resume and an obituary? Well, the
former details your achievements, the latter expresses how you want
to be remembered and what kind of oxygen and blessing you want to
leave behind. But, how exactly do you write an obituary so that it’s
not, in effect, just another version of your resume? Here’s a sugges-
tion.

There’s a custom in Judaism where as an adult you make out a
spiritual will each year. Originally, this will was more in line with the
type of will we typically make, where the focus is on burial instruc-
tions, on who gets what when we die, and on how to legally and
practically tie up the unfinished details of our lives. Through time,
however, this evolved so that today this will is focused more on a
review of your life, the highlighting of what’s been most precious in
your life, the honest expression of regrets and apologies, and the
blessing, by name, of those persons to whom you want to say a
special goodbye. The will is reviewed and renewed each year so that
it is always current, and it’s read aloud at your funeral as the final
words you want to leave behind for your loved ones.

This can be a very helpful exercise for each of us to do, except that
such a will is not done in a lawyer’s office, but in prayer, perhaps
with a spiritual director, a counsellor, or a confessor helping us. Very
practically, what might go into a spiritual will of this sort?

If you are looking for help in doing this, I recommend the work and
the writings of Richard Groves, the co-founder of the Sacred Art of
Living Center. He has been working in the field of end-of-life
spirituality for more than thirty years and offers some very helpful
guidance vis-à-vis creating a spiritual will and renewing it regu-
larly. It focus on three questions.

First: What, in life, did God want me to do? Did I do it? All of

us have some sense of having a voca-
tion, of having a purpose for being in
this world, of having been given some
task to fulfill in life. Perhaps we might only be dimly aware of
this, but, at some level of soul, all of us sense a certain duty and
purpose. The first task in a spiritual will is to try to come to grips
with that. What did God want me to do in this life? How well or
poorly have I been doing it?

Second: To whom do I need to say, “I’m sorry”? What are my
regrets? Just as others have hurt us, we have hurt others. Unless
we die very young, all of us have made mistakes, hurt others, and
done things we regret. A spiritual will is meant to address this with
searing honesty and deep contrition. We are never more big-hearted,
noble, prayerful, and deserving of respect than when we are down
on our knees sincerely recognizing our weaknesses, apologizing,
asking where we need to make amends.

Third: Who, very specifically, by name, do I want to bless be-
fore I die and gift with some special oxygen? We are most like
God (infusing divine energy into life) when we are admiring oth-
ers, affirming them, and offering them whatever we can from our
own lives as a help to them in theirs. Our task is to do this for
everyone, but we cannot do this for everyone, individually, by
name. In a spiritual will, we are given the chance to name those
people we most want to bless. When the prophet Elijah was dy-
ing, his servant, Elisha, begged him to leave him “a double por-
tion” of his spirit. When we die, we’re meant to leave our spirit
behind as sustenance for everyone; but there are some people,
whom we want to name, to whom we want to leave a double
portion. In this will, we name those people.

In a wonderfully challenging book, The Four Things That Matter
Most, Ira Byock, a medical doctor who works with the dying, sub-
mits that there are four things we need to say to our loved ones before
we die: “Please forgive me,” “I forgive you,” “Thank you,” and “I
love you.”  He’s right; but, given the contingencies, tensions, wounds,
heartaches, and ups and downs within our relationships, even with
those we love dearly, it isn’t always easy (or sometimes even existen-
tially possible) to say those words clearly, without any equivocation.
A spiritual will gives us the chance to say them from a place that we
can create which is beyond the tensions that generally cloud our rela-
tionships and prevent us from speaking clearly, so that at our funeral,
after the eulogy, we will have no unfinished business with those we
have left behind.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
"Discerning is not easy, for appearances are deceptive, but fa-

miliarity with God can melt doubts and fears in a gentle way,
making our lives increasingly receptive to his 'gentle light,'" the
pope said.

Something similar happens when prayer is marked by love and
familiarity, "it makes us more and more able to recognize what
counts," he said.

Prayer is not "parroting" words, but is opening one's heart to
Jesus, moving closer to him and letting him "enter my heart and
feeling his presence." This is how people can then discern "when
it is Jesus and when it is just us with our thoughts, so often far
from what Jesus wants."

Pope Francis said he hoped people would develop a life of prayer
that greets the Lord with the heart, that is simple, friendly and
affectionate, and that has "few words" but is accompanied by
good deeds and works.

At the end of his talk, the pope offered his greetings to all stu-
dent groups present, "in particular, the diaconate class of the Pon-
tifical North American College and their families. Upon all of you
I invoke the joy and peace of Christ our Lord," he said.

Twenty-three seminarians, representing 18 dioceses in the United
States and Australia, were set to be ordained deacons September 29.§

Jesus is the most faithful friend
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GAGETOWN — On Saturday August 6,
2022, St. Bridget’s Church in Gagetown
hosted a first Saturday mass in honour of Mother
Mary. This mass rotates between the three

Parish celebrates mass and fun day

GAGETOWN — Parishioners from St. John Paul II Parish gathered at St. Bridget’s Church in Gagetown for mass followed by a fun
day for children and youth on Saturday, August 6, 2022. (Submitted photo)

MIRAMICHI — On September 30, St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish in Miramichi held
a Mass of Truth and Reconciliation at St. Mary’s Church in Newcastle.  Representatives
from St. Ann’s Church in Esgenoôpetitj First Nation, and from St. Joachim’s Church
in Natoaganeg First Nation, joined Father Godwin Kalu, SMM, pastor, and their fellow
parishioners.  September 30 marks the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation,
and calls all Canadians to acknowledge the tragic and painful history, and ongoing
impact, of residential schools.  We are asked to remember the children who never
returned home, and survivors, as well as their families and communities, who continue
to deal with this hurtful legacy. (L to r) Alfred Sock, Linda Sock, Fr. Kalu, and
Marjorie Casey (Cheryl Harris photo)

worship sites of St. John Paul II Parish —
St. Francis of Assisi in Lincoln, St. Vincent
de Paul in Oromocto and St. Bridget’s. The
mass takes place at 10 am on the first Sat-

urday of each month, and people from the
entire parish are always welcome.

After celebrating mass together, the St.
Bridget’s youth group hosted a sport event
which involved a friendly game of disc-golf
followed by a hotdog lunch, watermelon and
many other treats for the kids. It was a great
opportunity for the children from the churches
in the parish to get to know each other on a
more social level and for the youth in the com-
munity to foster deeper friendships and un-
derstanding of the Catholic Faith.

St. Bridget’s Church offers weekly religious
education to youth every Thursday evening from
6:45 pm- 7:45 pm. All children and youth in the
community or parish who would like to learn
more about their faith are welcome. For more
information please contact Giselle Conway at
bgconwayetal@gmail.com.§
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By Father RICHARD ROHR, OFM

Reprinted with permission, St. Anthony Messenger, October 2022

The first act of divine revelation is creation itself. I call nature the
very first Bible, which was written approximately 14 billion years
before the Bible of words. God initially speaks through what is — a
notion that St. Paul affirms in Romans 1:20.

Yet, it is interesting that in the biblical account, creation occurs
developmentally, over seven days, almost as if there were an ancient
intuition of what we would eventually call evolution, a rather con-
vincing explanation of God’s unfolding creation, to which most Chris-
tians do not object, regardless of its few vocal critics.

Clearly, this creation happened over time, and the only spiritual
assertion of Genesis is that God started it all. The exact how, when,
and where are not of concern, only the that. Genesis makes no claim
to being a scientific account; it is clearly a spiritual account of the
meaning, glory, and source of creation.

But dualistic minds cannot easily integrate ideas because either/or
thinking is preferable. Early-stage thinking is almost entirely dualistic
because it knows by differentiation. The minds of saints and mystics,
on the other hand, tend to be quite non-dual. They see wholes instead
of parts.

Have you noticed how, in Genesis 1:9–31, however, that on the
third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh days, it states that what God
created was “good”? Most people have never noticed that on the first
and second days it does not say creation was good. The first day is
the separation of darkness from light, and the second day is the sepa-
ration of the heavens above from the earth below (1:3–8).

The Bible does not say that such separation is good — because it
isn’t! The precise reason that Jesus is the icon of salvation for so
many of us is that he does hold them together so beautifully, telling us
we can do the same. The rest of the work of the Bible will be about
putting those seeming opposites of darkness and light, heavens and
earth, flesh and spirit, back together in one place.

Reflecting the creator
They have never been separate. But remember that “sin” thinks so.

It is my own Franciscan tradition, especially that of Sts. Francis and
Bonaventure, that taught this unity so well. They saw all created things
as mirroring and reflecting the Creator. That is called “incarnational
spirituality” or “creation spirituality.”

The “human ones” will be the place where the sky will open with
the angels of God “ascending and descending” (Jn 1:51). This is
where creation will come to full and free consciousness, but every-
thing reflects the creator in some way. It creates what some would
call the seven links in the Great Chain of Being: earth, water, plants,
animals, humans, angels and saints, and the Divine itself.

The humiliation that you and I carry and that most people refuse to
accept is that we humans are a mass of contradictions. We are, first
of all, a blessing, but everyone knows we are also a mixed blessing.
We  called this basic state of humanity a state of “original sin,” a term
and doctrine that many do not like.

Maybe original “shame” would have described it better. All I know
is that we do have a sense of being inadequate — that is obvious. It
often feels as if there is a tragic flaw somewhere near our core. Greek
and Shakespearean dramas say the same, as does Paul in heart-wrench-
ing fashion.

In God’s image

Unfortunately, the word sin in our vocabulary has come to imply
culpability or personal fault, and that is not at all what this doctrine
meant to convey. In fact, the precise meaning of original sin is that
we are not culpable for it, but we must recognize that a wound is
there, and that all people share in it. In that sense, it should make us
much more patient and empathetic with reality. It names our inner
conflict, so we will not be surprised or scandalized when it shows
itself. The doctrine of original sin puts humanity on an honest and
compassionate stage, right at the beginning.

Adam and Eve, the archetypal humans, are just acting out the mass
of contradictions that we all are. That they are seen by some as cor-
porate personalities for the whole is evident in such passages as this:
“If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual one. So, too, it is
written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living being,’ the last Adam
a life-giving spirit” (1 Cor 15:44–45).

Clearly, Paul sees both Adam and Christ as summaries and repre-
sentatives of all humanity. What happens in them is what must hap-
pen and will happen to the soul. It is not just then; it is always now.

The image of God
The doctrine of original sin is actually a consolation because if you

know you are a mixed blessing, that you are filled with contradic-
tions, a mystery to yourself, then you won’t pretend that you can
totally eliminate all that you consider unworthy of yourself. As Jesus
says in the parable of the weeds and the wheat, “Let them grow
together until harvest” (Mt 13:30).

Such unnecessary “cleansing” was the hubris and the illusion in the
recent history of Nazism on the right, Communism on the left , and
puritanical believers in almost all religions. Without such humility, they
become zealots and ideologues more than incarnational believers. They
are not much open to mystery, compassion, or patience. In the same
parable, Jesus advises something I wish someone had told me when
I was young: “Don’t pull out the weeds, or you might pull out the
wheat along with it” (13:29). That’s brilliant psychology as well as
brilliant spirituality! In Genesis 1:26, God says, “Let us make human
beings in our image, after our likeness.” It’s quite interesting that the
plural form is used. It seems almost an intimation of what we will

(continued on page 11)

We should think of ourselves as individual brushstrokes that
make up a great work of art. And God is the artist. (St. Anthony
Messenger image)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.  October 7, 2022Page 8

St. Monica Institute brings faith to a practical world
By PETER STOCKLAND
The Catholic Register

TORONTO — The Toronto archdiocese’s
St. Monica Institute opened its doors Sep-
tember 24 although Executive Director Mat-
thew Marquardt acknowledges that techni-
cally it doesn’t yet have any doors to open.

Mr. Marquardt says the new centre for edu-
cation and evangelization is temporarily housed
at the archdiocese’s midtown Pastoral Cen-
tre and is eyeing several locations around To-
ronto where it can formally set up shop. But
he said its design and purpose emphasize net-
working and mobile responsiveness over
bricks and mortar stasis.

“It’s going to be a small central operation,”
Mr. Marquardt told The Catholic Register. “I en-
vision at the start maybe two offices and a cou-
ple of wired classrooms somewhere in a central
area. But we’re going to be flexible and hold
classes wherever people are. If it’s a group from
North York, we’re going to find a parish or a
school up there and borrow a classroom.”

The sheer scope of the institute’s four
overarching program areas — education, the
parish, the family and the public square —
make it vital that its certificate, continuing
formation and spiritual development courses
respond to local capacities, he said.

“We do the nuts and bolts of how to re-
spond to the difficult questions in society: how
do you effectively communicate Catholic,
Christian values as a lawyer, a doctor, a
teacher or whatever it is you do? How do
you witness your faith in practical terms in
the world? It’s about giving people a network
that they understand and know, and helping
them with whatever formation they need.”

Or, as Cardinal Thomas Collins put it humor-
ously in his remarks kicking off the day-long
event at St. Augustine’s Seminary, quoting “that
great father of the Church” Muhammed Ali, it’s
about assisting Catholics in the fine art of “float-
ing like a butterfly and stinging like a bee.”

The cardinal noted more seriously that the
institute’s logo is the shape of a tear drop shed
by St. Monica as she wept over the dissolute
life her son, the future genuine father of the
Church St. Augustine, was still living. It’s a
reminder for Catholics, Cardinal Collins said,
of the need to sustain hope for what lies on
the far side of “slogging our way through
Babylon” that today’s world demands.

Cardinal Collins will be the chancellor of
both St. Monica and St. Augustine’s, and ac-
knowledged he sees the institute as part of
the legacy he wants to leave when he retires

as archbishop of Toronto. But he also em-
phasized he will be the coordinator not CEO.
“I’m the conductor of the orchestra. I don’t
follow the Lisa Simpson model of taking the
saxophone and going off to play (solos). We
believe in the communion of saints. Let’s do
this together,” Cardinal Collins said.

Mr. Marquardt said that’s reflected in the
parallel relationship between the St. Monica
Institute and St. Augustine’s Seminary. Be-
cause the seminary is recognized by the On-
tario College of Teachers, it will have an over-
sight role to allow St. Monica’s to grant cer-
tain kinds of certification. But the focus of

both organizations will be complementary
rather than overlapping or duplicating.

“The seminary does theological formation
for lay people. I look at (St. Monica) as more
a Catholic professional vocational school help-
ing people understand the Catholic part of
whatever it is they do,” he said.

Even before its
“door opening” event,
for example, St.
Monica conducted ses-
sions last May to form
prospective Catholic
school trustees in how
to navigate the political
world. Marquardt said
it’s impossible to know
if that was responsible
for the higher than
usual number of com-
petitive trustee races
this fall.
“I would love to think

it helped but whether or not it did, it’s a good
example of a partnership between St. Monica,
Catholic Conscience and the Ontario Catho-
lic School Trustees’ Association,” he said.

Mr. Marquardt said the institute’s quartet
of program areas reflects the Church’s “very
well laid out understanding” of the roles played
by family, education, parishes and civil insti-
tutions. But the full house for the September
24 event — double what he and his colleagues
expected — shows the need lay Catholics have
to access program information, education and
formation in the living out of daily life.

“It’s all guided to the same purpose, namely

helping us find our way to the gate where the
Shepherd is waiting. If we can help to give
people basic formation and confidence to
know where to look for answers — and how
to extrapolate their own answers — that’s a
very positive thing.” §

TORONTO — Cardinal Thomas Collins, under the watchful eye of an icon of St.
Monica, speaks to a crowd gathered September 24 at St. Augustine’s Seminary for
the launch of the St. Monica Institute. Cardinal Collins will be chancellor of the institute.
(Dominic Chan photo)
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Pope names new members to commission for protection of minors
By CAROL GLATZz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope Francis reconfirmed the leader-
ship of the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors
and expanded its membership from 17 to 20 people, naming 10
new members and reappointing 10 returning members.

U.S. Cardinal Seán P. O'Malley of Boston, president of the com-
mission, said, "Coming from all over the world with varied back-
grounds and a common passion for the well-being of children and
vulnerable people, the members announced today include advo-
cates and practitioners of prevention and protection to the many
areas in which the church ministers to children."

The members include "representatives from canon law, social
work, the medical and psychological professions, law enforce-
ment and the judiciary as well as pastoral experts who currently
work in dioceses and religious congregations," he said in a state-
ment Sept. 30, the day the appointments were announced.

"They have all spent significant amounts of their professional
lives listening to and supporting victim/survivors of sexual abuse
by clergy and church personnel," he said.

The commission's 20 members include 10 women and 10 men.
Twelve of the members are laypeople, three are women religious,
three are bishops and two are priests. Four represent Africa or the
Middle East, five come from the Americas, five from Asia and
Oceania, and six from Europe.

The commission's leadership continues to be Cardinal O'Malley
as president and Oblate Father Andrew Small as secretary "pro
tempore."

The new members are:
• Sacred Heart Missionary Father Tim Brennan, a canon lawyer

from Australia.
• Maud de Boer-Buquicchio, a lawyer from the Netherlands, long

active in serving at the European Commission of Human Rights
and its court and the Council of Europe. She was the U.N. special
rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children from
2014 to 2020.

• Teresa Devlin, an expert in child protection from Ireland, cur-
rently serving as CEO of the National Board for Safeguarding Chil-
dren in the Catholic Church in Ireland.

• Emilie Rivet-Duval, a clinical psychologist from Mauritius spe-
cializing in the mental health of young people.

• Irma Patricia Espinosa Hernández, a surgeon, theologian, psy-
chiatrist and psychotherapist from Mexico specializing in criminal
psychology and the profiling and evaluation of victims of abuse
and sex offenders.

• Maronite Bishop Peter Karam, a Lebanese who serves as patri-
archal vicar of the Maronite Synod of Bishops.

• Ewa Kusz, a psychologist, therapist and forensic expert from
Poland, who organizes conferences, studies and formation semi-
nars for the church on safeguarding.

• Sister Annah Theresa Nyadombo, a member of the Handmaids
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, she is coordinator in Zimbabwe of
Talitha Kum -- the global network of religious helping survivors
of human trafficking — and is the coordinator of education and
safeguarding for the Zimbabwe Catholic Bishops' Conference.

• Sri Lankan Good Shepherd Sister Niluka Perera, a social worker
and coordinator of Catholic Care for Children, a project of the
International Union of Superiors General in Rome. She is also ac-
tive with anti-trafficking networks, including Talitha Kum.

• Auxiliary Bishop Thibault Verny of Paris, who heads the arch-
diocese's efforts in child protection and is chairman of the Safe-
guarding Commission of the French bishops' conference.

The returning members are:
• Auxiliary Bishop Luis Manuel Alí Herrera of Bogotá, Colombia,

a psychologist and theologian.
• Ernesto Caffo, founder and president of an Italian non-profit

promoting children's rights and combating abuse and violence
against minors.

• Indian Sister Arina Gonsalves, an expert in law and education,
vice provincial of the Religious of Jesus and Mary, and secretary-
general of the safeguarding center for the Latin-rite bishops' con-
ference of India.

• Nelson Giovanelli Dos Santos, the Brazilian co-founder of
Fazenda da Esperança and an expert in the rehabilitation of young
victims of drug addiction and abuse.

• Sinalelea Fe'ao, chief education officer for the Diocese of Tonga
and Niue.

• Teresa Kettelkamp, former executive director of the U.S. bish-
ops' Secretariat of Child and Youth Protection.

• Benyam Dawit Mezmur, an Ethiopian professor of law spe-
cializing in human rights and children's rights. He was chairper-
son of the U.N. Committee on the Rights of the Child in 2015-17.

• Neville Owen, a retired senior judge and former chair of the
Australian Catholic Church's Truth, Justice and Healing Council.

• Jesuit Father Hans Zollner, president of the Pontifical Gregorian
University's Institute of Anthropology and Interdisciplinary Stud-
ies on Human Dignity and Care, which trains experts in safeguard-
ing and in the care of survivors.

• Juan Carlos Cruz, a Chilean communications executive, abuse
survivor and advocate supporting survivors and preventing abuse.

Pope Francis formally established the pontifical commission in
March 2014. The body of experts, with input from survivors, is
meant to make proposals and spearhead initiatives to improve safe-
guarding norms and procedures. It remains an advisory body for
the pope, and it offers concrete assistance to every level of the
church worldwide.§
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The Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis personally expressed his thanks
to the four dozen people who read through hundreds of reports about
the listening phase of the Synod of Bishops and, after 12 days of
prayer, reflection and discussion, drafted a working document for
the continental stage of the synod process.

The pope welcomed the cardinals, bishops, priests, religious and
lay participants to the Vatican October 2, the last day of their work.

At the heart of the work were the 112 syntheses submitted by
national bishops' conferences from around the world, as well as syn-
theses from the Eastern Catholic churches, religious orders, church
organizations and movements, offices of the Roman Curia and indi-
viduals. Each of the 25 people appointed to the drafting committee
read a dozen reports before joining the others in Frascati, outside of
Rome, September 21.

"We come to you at the end of a unique and extraordinary ecclesial
experience that has made us aware of the richness of the fruits that
the Spirit is awakening in the holy people of God," Cardinal Mario
Grech, secretary-general of the Synod of Bishops, told Pope Francis,
according to the synod office.

"We truly feel a sense of awe at the wonders God is working in his
church," the cardinal said. And, returning home, members of the draft-
ing group "will be able to say that the church offers itself as a home
for all, because the experience of synodality that we are living leads
us to 'widen the space of the tent' to truly welcome everyone."

Pope meets group that prepared text for next phase of synod
Neither the Vatican press office nor the synod office said whether

the pope made any remarks to the group.
Prior to writing the first draft, participants met in a succession of

small groups ordered, for example, by geographic region or ecclesial
status. They even spent time in all-male or all-female working groups,
identifying key themes in the national reports, praying about voices
that seemed to be missing and noticing tensions or suggestions.

After reading, discussing and correcting the draft, they were joined
by the bishops who are members of the Ordinary Council of the
Synod of Bishops. The council approved the document, which will
be published in late October, according to the synod general secre-
tariat.

The document will be the subject of prayer and discussion at con-
tinental assemblies, which are scheduled to be held between January
and March 2023.

According to the synod office, "The intent of the continental stage
is to deepen our discernment on what has emerged from the previous
stage of local and national listening, with the aim of formulating open
questions more accurately and to better substantiate and flesh out the
insights coming from the local churches."

Although they are being called "continental assemblies," the gather-
ings are more aligned with regional bishops' conferences. Six assem-
blies — which are to include bishops, priests, religious and laypeople
— are planned: Europe; Latin America and the Caribbean; Africa and
Madagascar; Asia; Canada and the United States; and the Middle East,
including the Eastern Catholic churches. §

Nuclear threat adds to Ukraine's worries
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

As Russian President Vladimir Putin drafts thousands of young
men into his army and rattles his nuclear sabre at the West, Olena
Kycha continues waving her Ukrainian flag amid the rush hour traffic
at the corner of Yonge and Bloor Streets in downtown Toronto.

The 31-year-old refugee — five months in Canada, making a living
on her bicycle delivering for Uber — wants Canadians to know the
threat her family lives under back home in Chenihiv, within sight of
the Russian and Belarussian borders. The way Ms. Kycha sees it, the
world’s largest nuclear arsenal is in the hands of a madman.

“He can do anything. We never know what he is going to do from
one day to another,” she said. “He’s crazy. He has mental problems, I
guess.”

The daily protest at Yonge and Bloor was launched more than 200
days ago by retiree Dave Perks, who spends his afternoons at Toron-
to’s busiest intersection with flags and buttons and a willingness to
talk to just about anybody. Protesting against nuclear annihilation and
an unprovoked war is not a waste of time, Perks told The Catholic
Register.

“Of course it matters. Everyone has to take a stand,” he said.
Pope Francis’ stand has become more easily defined as his at-

tempts to encourage Russia to negotiate a peace have met with a wall
of indifference surrounding Moscow. At the end of August the Vati-
can made it clear Pope Francis knows Russia is in the wrong.

“As for the large-scale war in Ukraine, initiated by the Russian
Federation, the interventions of the Holy Father Pope Francis are
clear and unequivocal in condemning it as morally unjust, unaccept-

able, barbaric, senseless, repug-
nant and sacrilegious,” the Vatican
press office said in a release.

After listening to Orthodox Pa-
triarch of Moscow Kirill on a
video call in March read prepared
remarks that echoed Mr. Putin’s
justifications for war, Pope Francis
told the patriarch he could not be
“Putin’s altar boy.”

On his way home from three
days in Kazakhstan for the 7th
Congress of Leaders of World and
Traditional Religions — Patriarch
Kirill backed out of the meeting —
Pope Francis told reporters Sep-
tember 15 it is “morally acceptable” to arm Ukraine as she defends
herself. Self-defence in the face of aggression is “not only lawful but
also an expression of love of country,” the pope said.

Back in Rome, Pope Francis tweeted a reminder of his constant
teaching on the immorality of nuclear weapons.

“The use of atomic energy for purposes of war is today, more than
ever, a crime not only against the dignity of human beings but against
any possible future for our common home,” the @Pontifex account
tweeted out on Sepember. 26.

Canada’s large community of Ukrainian Catholics knows the truth
of Pope Francis’ stand against the war, said Father Myroslaw Tataryn,
Eparchy of Toronto and Eastern Canada spokesperson.

(continued on page 11)

Vladimir Putin
(Wikipedia photo)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.October 7, 2022 Page 11

In God’s image
(continued from page 7)

later call the Trinity. We could see this as an early encapsulation of
what finally becomes the revelation of God as community, God as
relationship itself, a God who, for Christians, is seen as a mystery of
perfect giving and perfect receiving, within and without.

I consciously take this pattern of God as a dynamic communion of
persons as the central template and pattern of all reality. It is very
interesting that physicists, molecular biologists, and astronomers are
often more attuned to this universal pattern than many Christian be-
lievers.

Consider, however, what God is looking for at this point. God isn’t
looking for servants. God isn’t looking for slaves, workers, or con-
testants to play the game. God is simply looking for images. God
wants images of God to walk around the earth!

God is good
This is amazing. It’s as if God is saying, “All I want are some living

icons out there who will  communicate who I am, what I’m about,
and what is happening in me.” As Isaiah heard it, “You are the ones
that I have chosen, that people may know and believe me and under-
stand that it is I” (43:10). Henceforth, all true morality is simply the
imitation of God. Watch what God does, and do the same thing! It is
not a “those who do it right get to go to heaven” thing as much as it
is a “those who live like me are in heaven now” thing.

God wants usable instruments who will carry the mystery, the
weight of glory, and the burden of sin simultaneously, who can bear
the darkness and the light, who can hold the paradox of incarnation
— flesh and spirit, human and divine, joy and suffering, at the same
time, just as Jesus did. Watch what Jesus does, and do the same
thing!

That, indeed, is hard. Then and only then will creation be “good”
again. It’s a limited goodness, to be sure, always a mixture of heaven
and earth.

This is the only goodness that
is available to humans, but it is
more than enough. As Jesus
himself will later say, “No one
is good but God alone” (Mk
10:18). Such a text gives us
both glorious and non-inflating
goals. There is no appeal to the
ego here, only to our need and
desire for union — with our
own selves and with God.

Father Richard Rohr, OFM,
is a Franciscan priest of the Our
Lady of Guadalupe Province
and founder of the Center for
Action and Contemplation in
Albuquerque. He is the author
of many books, including the
best sellers The Wisdom Pattern:
Order, Disorder, Reorder and
Things Hidden: Scripture as
Spirituality, from which this ar-
ticle is adapted.§
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(continued from page 10)
“As Pope Francis and many previous pontiffs have made clear, the

baseless invasion of another state is indefensible. The moral right
of a country or a person to act in self-defence is long-standing in
Catholic teaching,” said Fr. Tataryn in an email.

Nor should anyone pass off Mr. Putin’s “this is not a bluff”
threat to use nuclear weapons as mere politics.

“It is significant that the threatened use has only been heard
from the aggressor state. Ukraine gave up its nuclear arsenal in
1994 in exchange for what has been revealed as empty promises
from Russia and leading Western states to guarantee the territorial
integrity of Ukraine,” Fr. Tataryn said. “Our eparchy continues to
pray for the Ukrainian people and those who in many ways, on a
daily basis, place their lives in danger in defence of their freedom
and the freedom of millions of Ukrainian citizens.”

While the war pounds on, the Catholic Near East Welfare Asso-
ciation [CNEWA]  has distributed more than $5.5 million in Cana-
dian emergency aid to Ukraine.

“We are seeing large numbers of individuals displaced and in
desperate need of help,” CNEWA project officer Anna Dombrovska
said in a release. “We are working closely with our partners on the
ground to ensure that help is reaching those who need it most.”

Those partners include the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church,
Caritas Ukraine and the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv. The
aid is reaching people in large cities and in remote villages in every
part of the country, CNEWA said.

Mr. Kycha wants to put down her flag, give up her delivery job
and go back to her life as an illustrator and graphic designer in
Ukraine. But not until the war is over.

“So it’s going to be safe going on a picnic,” she said.§

Nuclear threat adds
to Ukraine's worries
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By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — As thousands of people sat in the dark in St.
Peter's Square, they watched fish jump from the facade of the ba-
silica, saw the word "no" form and dissolve three times and heard an
actor reciting the part of St. Peter speak about the overwhelming love
and mercy of Jesus.

They also heard tenor Andrea Bocelli sing four songs, including
"The First Noel" from the soon-to-be released Christmas album he
made with his children Matteo and Virginia.

The nighttime event October 2 was the premiere of "Follow Me,"
an eight-minute film about the life and faith of St. Peter.

Using "video mapping," images of St. Peter from the basilica's col-
lection and that of the Vatican Museums were turned into 3D video
clips and projected onto the facade of the basilica, which is built over
the presumed tomb of the apostle.

The film was to be shown every 15 minutes between 9 pm and 11
pm until October 16.

Cardinal Mauro Gambetti, archpriest of the basilica, told viewers
that one motivation behind the film was to help people understand
that Peter was human, he worked hard as a fisherman — sometimes
catching fish and sometimes catching nothing — and, although his
faith wobbled when Jesus was arrested, he continued to answer Je-
sus' call to follow him.

"Peter gives light to this place, gives light to the universal church
and the world with his humanity, which little by little began to shine
with divine light, divine love," the cardinal said.

"He tells us, 'Look, there is a path. I encountered the love of Jesus,

Thousands attend premiere of film on St. Peter's Basilica
who looked deep inside me, and my life was transformed,'" Cardinal
Gambetti said.

Jesus had told Peter, "You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church," and despite challenges and opposition and human foi-
bles, the cardinal said, the church stands around St. Peter embracing
the world and all its peoples as brothers and sisters.§

VATICAN CITY — Projected images detailing the life of St. Peter the Apostle are seen on the facade of St. Peter's Basilica at the
Vatican October 2, 2022. Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli sang for thousands in St. Peter's Square as the Vatican inaugurated a two-
week showing of a short film about the life of St. Peter. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

VATICAN CITY — Projected images detailing the life of St. Peter
the Apostle are seen on the facade of St. Peter's Basilica at the
Vatican October 2, 2022. Here Jesus (left) is seen speaking to
St. Peter. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)


